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TEXT BASED ESSAYS
Topic one

The Lesson by Bambara and If Black English isn’t a Language, Then Tell Me what is?” by Baldwin.
The lesson by Bambara is a book that tells us a story about a group of children living in the New York ghetto. Sylvia, who narrates this story, narrates and speaks in African American Vernacular English (AAVE).  She lives in New York slums and has strong feminism attitude (Baldwin 98). Bambara learned this dialect and it is an indicator that he values his ethnic heritage.  The black children are supposed to learn and get informed beyond their slum lives. This is seen when the black lady called Miss Moore decided to take an initiative of teaching black children in slums. The same theme is echoed by Baldwin by condemning the whites that they do not care about educating a black child.

Also, Bambara portrays a message that wealth is unfairly and unequally distributed in American society. There are those who own factors of production and are prosperous while others are poor and cannot afford most of their basic needs. The poor ones are mostly Africans while the rich ones are whites. Baldwin also agrees with this issue when he explains that Africans in America are discriminated and neglected.

In Bambara’s book, we see blacks going to school and learning several subjects with the help of Miss Moore. She goes to an extent of taking them for a trip out so that to increase their exposure. Baldwin argues that blacks are not educated in America as Americans don’t find the need to educate them.

In both stories by Bambara and Baldwin, language is a symbol of unity. Children learn a language at school in order to be able to communicate effectively to others (Bambara 100). Baldwin goes further to claim that if African slaves spoke one language and understood each other, slavery could have ended earlier.

Topic two
The Significance Poison Plays within both Baldwin’s Essay “Notes Of A Native Son” and his Short Story “Sonny’s Blues.”  
Baldwin suffered from mental illness and he believed that his family is poisoning him. Poison in both stories is a symbol of mistreatment mostly by white racists. The discrimination that whites were exercising to blacks was affecting the blacks like poison. Somebody who is discriminated feels psychologically affected and the effect slowly kills the person like poison (Baldwin)
Baldwin’s father’s source of bitterness was the suffering he experienced in the hands of the white racists. He hated whites and could not believe that any white person could be kind and helpful. This is seen when he advised his son not to interact with the whites. The narrator in Sony blues is also bitter because of the difficult life he goes through. Daily stress is part of the challenges that make the narrator bitter.

Baldwin’s father was not a social person; he found it difficult to connect with people. He tried several times to interact with people and share some ideas but failed. Baldwin was social and liked hanging around people. The narrator in Sony blues is also not a social person and tries to use drugs so that to reduce suffering as he could not find someone to comfort him.

In this case, antidotes are strategies that could end suffering that the people are undergoing. It can be a form of a revolution to end the war or end racism in the world. This will end individual suffering as some people suffer in wars. They are similar in both stories because of the suffering of people in both. The community and the nation at large will benefit from the peace that will prevail in case these challenges come to an end.
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